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DOGS ARE RELATED TO WOLVES AND SHOULD BE FED AS SUCH
When Pet Lovers look at their Labrador retrievers and pugs, 
they see distinct physical differences. Genetically, however, 
these dogs are remarkably similar to their wolf ancestors. 
The author of one recent blog post asked: “Is my dog a wolf 
and should it be fed like one?” The author claims that no 
peer-reviewed science supports the idea of a Biologically 
Appropriate™ diet, and that science shows the opposite 
through genome and starch digestibility studies. 

The science behind our foods, however, rests on a body of 
research which concludes that dogs, Canis familiaris, share 
more than 99% of their DNA with the modern day Grey wolf, 
Canis lupus. Therefore, we believe they should be fed as such 
(Wayne & Ostrander 2007).

In 2013, Axelsson et al. published a genomic study showing 
that dogs have more genes responsible for starch digestion 
than the wolf. The blog claimed that this finding supports 
feeding dogs a diet high in starch. However, this argument is 
flawed. Although this study demonstrated that dogs and wolves 
have variations in the quantity of possessed AMY2B genes, it 
did not investigate if this affected gene expression or resulted 
in increased starch digestion. A follow-up study by the same 
author even states, “Although most dogs thus [sic] probably 
digest starch more efficiently than do [sic] wolves, AMY2B copy 
numbers vary widely within the dog population. It is also not 
clear how this variation affects the individual ability to handle 
starch nor how it affects dog health” (Arendt et al. 2014). 

In addition, the Nutrient Requirements of Dogs and Cats 
study (NRC 2006) claims the modern dog has no dietary need 
for carbohydrates. This demonstrates that even though dogs 
may have the ability to metabolize starch, the benefits of a 
high-meat ancestral diet are far greater for peak health and 
function.

Carbohydrates, such as starch, are extremely digestible. 
Studies have demonstrated that dogs can digest up to 99% 
starch in various sources; however, identical research done in 
obligate carnivores, by the same research group, found that 

domestic cats can also digest starches up to 98% (Carciofi 
et al., 2008; de-Oliveira et al., 2008). Additional researchers 
have demonstrated that other wild carnivores also have the 
capability of digesting starch (Patton, 1975), thus proving that 
digestibility does not equal nutritional suitability. 

Carbohydrates can help dogs meet their glucose/energy 
needs. However, just like a wolf, dogs are capable of creating 
glucose from protein (amino acids) in their diet when fed a 
Biologically Appropriate™ diet. This renders carbohydrates, 
such as starch, nutritionally unnecessary in dog food.

As carnivores, dogs and cats evolved to metabolize meat 
proteins and fats as their primary energy source. Eating 
starch-rich diets can create an imbalance of fatty acids and 
inadequate amounts of protein, as well as increased energy 
storage and retention of fat, leading to obesity (German, 2006). 

Our mission at Champion Petfoods is to nourish ORIJEN 
and ACANA dogs as nature intended. We accomplish this by 
providing a diet that:

•	 is rich in meat inclusions;
•	 incorporates WholePrey™ ratios;
•	 is well-balanced in essential fatty acids; and
•	 is low in starch-rich carbohydrates.

For the science behind our claims and digestibility values, 
please go to championpetfoods.com/research or contact our 
Customer Care team at 1-877-939-0006.
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